From: Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of South Florida admin@rpcvsf.org
Subject: RPCVSF - April 2016's - News, Events and Opportunities
Date: April 25, 2016 at 5:23 PM
To: Marvin Hancock tmhr@me.com

Annual Picnic & Cinco de Mayo... April Showers Brings May Events, Join us!

April 2016

Is the glass half full or h
empty? A Peace Corps
Volunteer looks at a glag
half full and says "I coul
take a shower in that."

-Kiki Mutis, RPCV

4

memberships laps
on March 1.

Photo: April 2016 Peace Corp
Partnership Dinnerthat raiseq
funds for a multipurpose hea
building in Zambia.
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FIU Iaunched a Peace Corps Prep ram in 2014 to continue
Idmg the %Iobal C|bf|ze g ip of s uggnts All FIU ?tlﬁdents
Eanl\?earglt?{assgwar Wmmnearmng coggsr%?nas rGI bal

Itizenship |n|t|at|ve that ﬁe P egveiog ioBaIIy—

cused problem ﬁo ving skills neede for the assroom and
the work force. The 93 students currentl ar‘uaga ing In
Peace Corps Prep also commit to addltlo al global learning
courses, language courses an Ipation’in a ear-long
engagemen BI‘O]eCt he pro vents surrounding
Peg_ace Corps Prep @ FIU Y a group of student Iegders
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WIIV CIIC passiviialc avuul uic IIII?tDIUII VUl Feale LUIPS allilu
who all hope to serve oversea er gra uatlon THe program
engages RPCVs in a series of fire |de chats calle
Conversatlons with RP C and os s an art contes -

Trans ormatlon th roug erV|ce re the |rst place prize
is a trip ? C to visit Peace Corps Hea quarters. Faor
add|t|on |nformat|on please contact Caryn Lavernia
at cIavernl@ iu.edu

Justin Stivers, RPCV Honduras 2008-10 - Member HighLight

Iam a Flgrlda native (born in Tampa),
but raised in Knoxville, Tennessee
chose to attend college at a small school
in Boone, North Carolina calle
| Appalac |an Stat n|verS| c?r ge
R rt to m ove the mou ta|ns an
Iking irst person |n my family to
nd co ege I had very téle dwec%p
w| att udy Id eC| to double
or|n hilosop a e| |ona er
t% | g an Int to P ilosop cass
woul ave it, the stud y abroa
|ng w[here almost al

ened to be lo a’%ed he
of my classes
were held. Th|s eaked m Interest |n traveI and I |mmed|at ly
began study 8? trave|n abroad in places such as Israel,
osta Rica, Sc tland and Mexrco I]ust to name a few. Having’
|scovere my ove o trave stumbled across Peace
s and knew th |t wa mv) next step. I applied and was
sen to Honduras |n July o

As al| Peace Corp volunteers can relate, I had a lot of “free

.

iln-

ue in

time” on mv hands and robany too much time to think ab ut
what I wa ed tﬁ do.with my |i e post Peace Corps Origi
I wanted to wor

in |nternat|ona deveo ment ut somelzl]owy
deC||ded that law schooI woul ne€<t |I arte
glng t varlous law schools and avm len in ove wit
he nis Gge Latin culture, and warm weath
<newt atha ted’to move to Miami. IafDIBI led an was
%rvtvunately accepted into the Unlversrty of Miami School of

Since graduating, I have worked for s g:veral prominent law
Firms |n Mlaml and have been exposed to a variety of areas of
aw includ |nzqoperso al |njug real estate and |mm(?rat| n. In
October o 5 a former ¢ 1Ieague o mine, Davi D]e elli,
nd myse an attempting to purc ase pré)per ies at
oreclosure au ions. In doing so, we realized that we had
severa| clients that wanted u3 to’ open our own firm. We
starte h elping these clients on the S|de and set a goa of
openln p_our own firm in AH? sé 016.
De er 2 15 we were swamped with wor
enough usiness to go out on our own.

Stivers Djebelli ofﬁcrally op gd in February 2016. We wanted

to focus on real estate relat e\ |ssues wh|ch is why we also
tarted a t|tIe company. We have already processed numerous
o in s and recentIy acted as the title com any on a million

g ddition to acting as title agents, we also

and e an Iord/tenant disputes,“evictions, foreclosure
defense c%let title actions and general real state contract

review, If there is a property or some sort o rea es a e

related |ssu involved, chances are we can help. I g %a
icensed rea e?tate agent and have been iable to heIp ot
uyers and sellers in my capacity as a realt

Tn additinon we have alen heen fartiinate tn have niimerniig

gvdeedded we
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other types of cases. With | my %onnectlon to Honduras and the
diversity here in Miami, I have helped ﬁevera clients obtain
?ggagss ay deportation’and assist in other immigration related

As our practlce contlnue to grow, we ha]ve been fortunﬁte to
F]ecelvg nearly al| r our business throulg Yvord of mout

ave one vew I|tt e marketlng which be leve is a testament
to Ol,”‘ f)r and growmg eputatlon for provid mg
eecsanz;ct e9a serV|ce Our | eis ocate Just west of Coral
reach

ora azy Floor |n Miami, FL. You can
ug 7-9206, b emala justin@sdlegal.net
and find us nt emternet at www.sdlegal.net. If you or
anyong Y(ou now has any real estate refated issue, I hope
you will keep us in mind
Saludos,

Justin

Fair Trade Market
Contributed by Linda Whitmyre (Malaysia, 1967-1969)

The Fair Trade Market (FTM) participated in Barry
University’s Earth Day Celebration on Monday April
FAR TRAD E 18. Students circulated around the booths “collecting
signatures.” A requirement for them to receive a FTM
o signature was for them to understand the Fair Trade
A - ‘ concept. If they didn't, I gave my “fair trade in a
3 nutshell” speech. Cultivating awareness is the FTM’s

major goal. This event was very successful in that
respect!

The FTM will be at the Cinco de Mayo fiesta on May 7.
We're having our end-of-season sale, 25% off the

FOR THE PLANET.
FOR THE PEOPLE consignment items ..._beaded jewelry from Nepal,

earrings from Costa Rica and pendants from
Nicaragua.

Peace Cor artne sh Dinner
Contrib ute ‘bP orgs ncent gVenezuela 1964-66)
OnT ursday, [?I’I| 7th, 201
Vs an members ‘
gat ered or a Peace Corps
tartn rship_Dinner at Taste Buds
clnf So th M|am| Besides
d great company,
we all en oyed eanng rom RPCV
Subrata Basu about his Peace
Corps country, Belize, an his
many projects there.” His
presentation was acc?1 an|ed
with some beautifu p otog rap S,
and was very informagtive. “The
8r vo e to contrlbute a total
f % 54.4 E nati ns lus
F matching fun s? toward a
Multlpur||:>ose He Ith BUI d|ng in Zambia. Thanks to Subrata
and to all who attended

RPCVSF Travels to Namibia
essage from Trip Coordinator: Greg Zell, Esq. (Nigeria 1962-
64}
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We are

mor travelers to b rlng

trying to fil d safari vehicle, We need 3 or 4  small ptojects,’ If
|n o fill a second sa ar| vehicle, We need 3 or
AL %e prlce down on the second vehicle. have a deru‘e to

ave n t seen Africa until Africa hands show it to you with 1nvolved at any e

profesch_) yides thhough Africa Adventure Company. For ease contact
more information on the Trip click here. ma mmgrr%;
Dres1dent@rDcvs

Returned Peace Corps Vqunteer New Leaders Program

PROTOS: JENNY ABREU

Picture above: Returned Peace Corps Volunteers: President of the Clinton Foundation Donna Shalala, Former
Peace Corps Director Williams, President of Knight Foundation and President of RPCVSF and Educate Tomorrow
Virginia Emmons participate in a panel at UM for Peace Corps.

Being asked to sit among these giant leaders as a new leader in our community was one of
the highlights and honors of my life to date. Pictured above, I was just starting to make an
impact in my community, when I was asked to sit on this panel. The most amazing part of
the invitation was not sharing my story with the over 400 people there but it was the private
dinner we shared afterward, and sharing my story at the White House for Peace Corps
Anniversary. I share this because all of this happened because of the RPCVSF network and
friends and connections I have made through the years. This is why Vice President of
RPCVSF Caryn Lavernia and I are launching the RPCVSF Peace Corps New Leaders Program.
We know the value of connections and we aspire to help you get to the next level in your
career. This six month program is designed to launch, inspire and develop community leaders
among the RPCVSF community. This leadership series will include private dinners with some
of Miami's and the nations most notable Peace Corps volunteers and community leaders,
leadership training, and amazing networking and mentoring experiences. If you are new to
the area or are looking for new opportunities in South Florida, or need a boost of inspiration
then please send a brief (no more than 200 words) motivation statement and resume to
Caryn Lavernia at clavernia@yahoo.com. The first co-hort will be limited to 10 applicants. We
look forward to being inspired together!

In Service,

Virginia Emmons McNaught

President, RPCVSF, Niger 2000-2002 &
President/Co-Founder Educate Tomorrow
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All Upcoming Events-click here

Board of Directors Meeting - May 2016

01 May 2016 5:00 PM (EDT) e Miami Shores Country
Club

Do you not see an event you are expecting here? Or
you have an event or group you would like to organiz
RPCVSF or need volunteers for a community project p
email Virginia Emmons McNaught at president@rpcvsi

Cinco de Mayo Party
07 May 2016 5:30 PM (EDT) e 2151 SW 17th St, Miami

Oleta State Park Camp Out
13 May 2016 (EDT) e Oleta State Park

RPCVSF Annual Family & Bon Voyage Picnic

14 May 2016 3:00 PM (EDT) e Oleta River Park, 3400
NE 163rd St, North Miami (Exact Site TBD)

Do you want to host an event? If so please
contact president@rpcvsf.org

¢ 666 6

RPCVSF Cooking & Conversation Club-click here

RPCVSF Dive Club - click here

Post It! From Our Members

Job Announcements

Volunteer Opportunities

Educate Tomorrow, l€ead by two Returned Peace
Corps Volunteers, seeks volunteer
educational mentors for youth "aging our of
the foster care system." Join us to learn
more about the amazing opportunities to do
great third goal work with other returned
volunteers.

Deliver the Dreams Seeks volunteers to assist in
family weekend retreats for families with
serious medical issues. Contact Elizabeth

Coomber RPCV for more details:
ecoomber@deliverthedream.org

The Riverside House's "Thinking for Change" life
classes are weekly classes for 12-15 people, but
far exceed that so they in seeking volunteers, Sj
speaking preferred, to assist. The day/times are
flexible. Please contact Larry if you are interest
volunteering at larrysilvester@me.com RPCVSF
thanks Larry for his continued service and dedic
to making our community a better one.

Interpreter Bank

RPCVs with foreign language proficiency can be
huge help during times of need. RPCVs who are
available may be asked to support as interpretel
newly arrived immigrants, especially unaccompa
minors project.

Please fill out the registration form with the lanc
you speak and your fluency level. Please list if yi
speak, read, and/or write.

If you would like to have something posted here
the next newsletter please send your announcer
to Virginia Emmons McNaught at president@rpc
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