From: Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of South Florida admin@rpcvsf.org
Subject: RPCVSF - September 2016's - News, Events and Opportunities
Date: September 21, 2016 at 10:36 AM
To: Marvin Hancock tmhr@me.com

Today is National Peace Corps Day... What have you done for your country lately
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Photo: Elephants from RPCV
Namibia Trip by Ted Walters

A Peace Corps Challenge & Annual Brunch

Article contributed by: Virginia Emmons McNaught
(Niger) & Matt Tanner (Costa Rica)

A few weeks ago, Steve Hunsicker, Peace Corps South Florida recruiter issued us a
challenge on behalf of Director Hessler-Radelet, "We challenge you to visit one high
school and share your Peace Corps experience." The Office of the Third Goal has
materials to help you, and RPCVSF can help you find the audience just contact
president@rpevsf.org If you need inspiration... We would like to invite you all to our
signature event, the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Membership of
RPCVSF. This years brunch will feature the "Spirit of Service Learning Award" which
exemplify the amazing work of educators in our community and how they are using
"service" to further their curriculum. The AGM is a wonderful opportunity to spend the
day learning about the activities and projects of the RPCVSF chapter, hear updates
about what Peace Corps is doing on a local and international level, spend time with the
leadership and members of our diverse chapter, and last but not least, enjoy a delicious
catered lunch while touring the gorgeous grounds of the Miami Beach Botanical
Gardens.

More information on the event and how to register can be found here: RPCVSF Annual



General Meeting

To see photos and reviews of the Miami Beach Botanical Gardens, click here

Visit Africa in Miami - Peace Corps Partnership Dinner
Article Contributed by: Barbara Junge (Togo)

jcan in South Florida? Or maybe you have

ooknig for a Place to celebrate Nigerian Independence
Da)i;? ven it those two things haven't been on ¥our mind,
we hope that you will join us on Sat, October 1Tor our next
Peace Corps Partnership Pr%r%m dinner at Moji Nl%erlan
restaurant in north Miami. We'll have a buffet of tasty
food (including y?getarlan options) for $24 (including tax
and tip), and we'll ‘collect $10 per person toward a proiect
of a currently-serving Peace Corps Volunteer. Please click
here for more infornlation and to register (so that we can
order enou%h toocﬁ. The Partnership Program dinners are
a key part of how RPCVSF serves its community and we
hi)pe hat you will join us at one of these dinners soon.
E_ease read on for more about the Partnership Program

inners.

Eiaye yo%l bﬁe,n wondering where can you find Wes%
{ T 00 een

RPCVSF believes in sup ortinﬁ the work of PCVs (our
future mﬁmbers of the global RPCV community!) and we
do so by hosting dinners four times each year to support
the Peace Coxl;ps Partnership Progrﬁm. The Program works
this way; PCVs first apply to have their project approved
for fun 1n1g b%I th(flPartn,ers 1p Pr(,)igram, and then P(Face
orps evaluates the project and - if it meets criteria for
unding and includes a commitment of support from the
V's host country community - approves the project for
funding through the Peace Coirps Partnership Program. At
our Partnership Program dinners we look at'a list'o
{)rOJg,cts currently awaiting funding and then everyone at
he dinner votes on which rg]?ct we should fund:
RPCVSF matches the donated funds thdanks to your
annulaal dues we are able to match each donationi 100%)
and then we follow the success of the project and post
Rll(:}ures and lﬁtj[ers from_the PCV on our'wepbsite.
CVSF and its members have contributed a total
of $15,000 over the past ten years.

Peace Corps Retreat Breaks Record - Watch Video

\éVatbch t}be VID%P He)r%h’l‘hank's t}% lg(\é%rgtFor amﬁer b
arbara Junge (Togo) This year embershi
Retreat brok% a fev§ recor syand %ad a few "firsts"! We Iglre
thrilled to report that we had the largest number of
attendees in recent years: 7% including RPCVs who
represented every decade of Peace Corps seryice and every
region é‘)f the world and every county ot South Florida. We
enjoyed great food, excellent weather and wonderful
company all weekend long, We saw Saturn (thanks to the
telescope and expert help trom qur astronomer Jim
Scheidegger), and our SCUBA divers saw a ghar . We also
ad our younéest attendee (the infant grandson of qur
member Jeff Guenther), and we welcomed several first
time Retreat-ers. It wag§ a great time to connect with old
friends and make new friends. Pictures are nosted on our
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website.
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Thank you to eyeryone who helped make it such a success!

e hope that all of qur members wﬂlstn us next year!
Please mark your calendars now for Sept. 8-10, 2017, at
Amoray Resort in Key Largo.

RPCVSF Members to Present & Represent at Peace Corps
Connect

Former RPCVSE president Helene Dudley and former RPCVSF

board member, Heather Sayette, will participate in a panel
discussion at the National Peace Corps Association Conference
in Washington D.C. this week to share ideas on ways that
RPCVs can continue tg serve their Peace Corps communities.
Helene will also participate in a panel to update Friends of
Colombia (FOC) members about The Colombia Project-TCP
Global, which FOC continues to su%mrt. The following week,
TCP Global team members Helene udl% and Dave Sn]\éder
will travel to Colombia with former RPCVSF president Emily
Eisenhauer to visit a new micro-loan site and makea
presentation to Peace Corps trainees. The Colombia Project
was established as a committee of RPCVSF in 2000 and
evolved to an independent group of consultants as TCP Global,

this group raises funds and provides support for non-profits who

seek to start micro-lending prOﬁrams ot small businesses.
RPCVSF co-founder Greg Zell, and )
Travel Coordinator Extrordinaire will also be attending
on behalf of RPCVSF leadership.

News From The Fair Trade Market & Spirit of Service
Learning

Article Contributed By: Linda Whitmyre (Malaysia)

The Fair Trade Market will be at the Annual Gener
Meeting (AG
shopping!!!! A remlnd?r that your purchase not onl% gets
you something unique for yourself or someone else, but

Pr vides ? dfalr incoime for an artisan and resulting benefits
1

er children. Profits from the AGM sales go to support
the Spirit of Service Learning Awar
(http://www.rpcvst.org/page-1727773).

This yea_r’%Spirit of Service-Learning winners and finalists
e

at thé Higher Education level are in the fields of 1) urban
history, 2) English Composition, 3) Asian History, 4)
Engaged Research in the Community, 5) Visua
Story%elhng for the Web, 6) Occupational Thera%y )
Human Impact on Florida’s Coastal Habitats and 8
Advanced Spanish. The K - 12 winners primarily work
with the environment. Come and legrn about these
e)écmr%g service-learning courses and talk with the
educators.

At other sales events, profits primarily go to Haitian
Education and Leade,r%hip Pr%gram (ﬁp_/ / uhelp.ne%).
1 on the

HELP 1s celebrating its 20th anniversary in Hait
weekené of November 12 and 13. A hi }rf\llight of the

celebration is a 5 mile walk in Haiti, fci1 owling the road

HELP’s first student, Isemonde Joseph, walked from her

home in C1$’Fe iolell to her university when she couliii_n t
e $1

a ord th aily bus fair. Isemonde is now a medical
octor after receiving encouragement and financia

1
M) on October 22. You can start your%oliday
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ass1stance from Conor Bohan to pursue her dream of
being a %octor rather th n settling for the secr tarial
course e orl 1nall talke w1th im about. If you want
to oin the wa aiti, there’s additional 1nformatlon of
LP’s webs1te

RPCVSF Goes on Safari to Namibia

Article Contributed By: Greg Zell (Nigeria 62-64) Travel
Coordinator RPCVSEY 8 (Nigeri 4) Trav

% group met up in Johannesburg and went straight to
€s restauran in the Emperor’s Palace cas1no complex
or drinks and a bit of ceremony to 1n1t1ate he 3 newbies

o Africa. Now that they were oing to be A r1ca hands,
they would no longer saAy Johanneésburg.” From now on
it woul Jo’burg dinner, most tr1ed the ostrich
stea fi lgt (farm ralse of course) with b r% (f
washed down with a splash of South African bubbly. Both
were proclaimed “delicious.”

Next morn1n§ was early, the first of many for an hour
and half flightto Windhoek (vind hook), the pretty capital
of Namibia. We were met at the airport b Stewar our
fantastlc g ide. A 3{4 ly;ear old natlve f Zlm he said
he was on 1s way to fcommg a hooligan w en
decided to pull, hlmsel together started stud. Pgmg w11d life
and went to gulde S(h his younger S have
African names. 1m, hls mother just | 1 ed “Stewart.”
He started by settm us’straight: Some of you have heard
of Africa t1me Namibia was a German col or‘% d
everything on Germnan fime. And so 1t walt e oar ed .,
y an enclosed air
Us and, Stewart

our “safari Ferrarl as he called it actua
conditioned oyotﬁ ruls%r for 7 of.
tf we went on"a short tour of the charming ca 1ta
Before heading to the coastal dunes, largest in the world,
we stopped ata groce store for Stéwart to fill our coolers
with lunch g é)dles drmks Qur lunchtime routine:
Stewart wou un er a n1ce tree. We al] pitched in
% p the o ing taple and chairs uan ack the coolers,
chow own and repack. (CLICK HERE TO READ

Falling is Part of the Ride

As I am going into my last month as President of RPCVSF,
I haye been reflectin Ig on the past twq years This past
weekend, Brett and ere t% chlng t k1 s to surt. As
the kids Iaid on the soft oard and g ide ca]mly across
the water to daddy they never fell off the board. I'decide I
am _gojing to show them how this is done I take the board,
d when a nlce little wave cgmes a ong’I catc it. 1
{)e tom eet an prou stand a’top the hoard and
% e to mgr i % hen'th wave petters out and I do the
ato al g the boar an}d 1rt1to thle1 w]:e)lter When I
surface, s are laughing hysterically because
mommy fe Bﬁ off the boargd an % 1hto the w}ater I smile too,
because I enjo the1r perspective, but more sq because I
enjoyed the ride, t e %?mpan y and trying to show them
something new. forward to seéing you on October
22 at the annual brunc
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Members at Large
Even though we have
a few hundred
members we are
always seeking
assistance to lea
events, groups, and
flmall projects. If you
ave a es1re to et
1nvo Ived at any level,
{)7 ease contact
1r§1nla Emmons
aught by email:
Dre51dent@rDcvsf org




In Service & Peace,
Virginia Emmons McNaught

President, RPCVSF

EDITS: In the las} newsletter we ha written about the

new Peace Corps logo. orrect new 0go is for
rketing purpose aln 101a1 (rlemalns In
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Upcoming Member Events

' Peace Corps Partnership Dinner & 56th Anniversary of Nigerian Independence

01 Oct 2016 6:00 PM (EDT) e Bijon African Restaurant 825 NW 119 Street in North Miami

REEL Topics and Talk

12 Oct 2016 7:30 PM (EDT) » 2151 SW 17 St, Miami

Kennedy Space Center Private Tour

14 Qct 2016 (FDT) e Kennedv Snace Center
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RPCVSF Annual General Meeting of the Membership

22 Oct 2016 10:30 AM (EDT) « Miami Beach Botanical Garden, 2000 Convention Center Dr., Miami

Beach, FL 33139

Happy Hour - Coconut Grove

28 Oct 2016 6:00 PM (EDT)  The Grove Spot, 3324 Virginia St., Coconut Grove

Pool party and potluck

19 Nov 2016 3:00 PM (EST) e home of Daryl and Barbara Wall, 1453 Biscaya Dr., Surfside

RPCVSF Annual Holiday Party and Gift Drive

03 Dec 2016 6:00 PM (EST) e Home of Ana Ciereszko, 7550 SW 61st St., Miami

% RPCVSF Cooking & Conversation Club-click here

RPCVSF Dive Club - click here

All Upcoming Events-click here

Do you not see an event you are expecting here? Or do you have an event or group you would like to organize
for RPCVSF or need volunteers for a community project please email Virginia Emmons McNaught

at president@rpcvsf.org

Post It! From Our Members

Job Announcements

See this link for new job opportunities
that link Peace Corps service: Career
Opportunities

Volunteer Opportunities

Micro-finance Volunteers requested to assist Gary Snow in
establishing a training programs for his projects. Mr. Snow is
establishing a foundation to commemorate his wife Marisol who
passed away shortly after being medically evacuated from their
site in Botswana due to health problems. Gary will be returning to
Botswana soon and is requesting assistance from volunteers who
are interested. Gary can be reached at fgarysnow@gmail.com

Educate Tomorrow, lead by two Returned
Peace Corps Volunteers, seeks volunteer
educational mentors for youth "aging our of
the foster care system." Join us to learn

mamimn mlhAai ik blh A mma Al A A Ak il A~ A AdA

The Riverside House's "Thinking for Change" life
classes are weekly classes for 12-15 people, but
far exceed that so they in seeking volunteers, Sj
speaking preferred, to assist. The day/times are
flexible. Please contact Larry if you are interest
volunteering at larrysilvester@me.com RPCVSF
thanks Larry for his continued service and dedic
to making our community a better one.

Interpreter Bank

RPCVs with foreign language proficiency can be
huge help during times of need. RPCVs who are
available may be asked to support as interpretel
newly arrived immigrants, especially unaccompa
minors project.

Please fill out the registration form with the lanc
you speak and your fluency level. Please list if yi
speak, read, and/or write.

If you would like to have something posted here
the next newsletter please send your announcer
to Virginia Emmons McNaught at president@rpc



11UIre duoul uie dildsilly vpporudinues w uv
great third goal work with other returned
volunteers.

Deliver the Dreams Seeks volunteers to assist in
family weekend retreats for families with
serious medical issues. Contact Elizabeth

Coomber RPCV for more details:
ecoomber@deliverthedream.org
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